THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADARIYAH

ally see anything.    Another thing over which he differed
from the Basriyun and our followers is that they held that
Allah literally hears word and sound, and not simply in the
sense that he knows them.   Al-Ka'bi and the Baghdadiyun
among the Mu'tazilah claimed that Allah hears nothing in
the sense of perception known as sound.   Moreover, they de-
fined Allah's attribute as the hearer and the seer, in the sense
that he had knowledge of the hearable which others heard
and the seeable which others saw.    Furthermore, some of
them claim that the Basriyun among them, together with
our followers, hold that Allah exercises will in the true sense
of the word.   But our followers say that he does not cease
willing through an eternal will, while the Basriyun, among
the Mtf tazilah, claim that he wills through his temporal
will, unlimited by space.   Al-Ka'bi and al-Nazzam, however,
and their followers do> not agree with these two views, for
they claim that Allah has no actual will, and that when one
says that Allah wills a thing which he performs, one means
that he did this thing, and when one says that he of himself
willed a deed, one means that he commanded it.   According
to both of these explanations, ascribing will to him is merely
figurative, just as in the words of Allah: " The wall wills
to fall " (Surah 18, v. 76), the ascribing of will to a wall is
merely figurative.   For this denial of the will of Allah they
together with our followers were condemned as heretics by
the Basriyfm.   Another thing over which they disagreed was
that al-Ka'bi claimed that he who is killed is not dead.    But
this does not agree with the word of Allah: " Every spirit
must taste of death'*' (Surah 3, v. 186).   The rest of the
people agreed that all killed are dead, although they admit
that a dead person is not necessarily killed.   Another point
oi disagreement is that al-Kafbi held the same views as
those who make it compulsory on Allah to do the best thing,
as a matter of necessity.    Still other points of disagree-
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